
Region
Asia Overview

Chris Bowden – Co-Chair VSG, RSPB & SAVE

Credit: Jonathan C Eames
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Courtesy of Rishad NaorojiCourtesy of Rishad Naoroji

Introducing:
10 breeding vulture species

(+ 2 vagrant Gyps from Africa)
4 Cliff nesters /6 Tree nesters - 6 Migrants,  4 Sedentary

5 are Gyps species 
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Indian Vulture (Long-billed)
Gyps indicus

Credit: Mandy West
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White-rumped Vulture
Gyps bengalensis

Slender-billed Vulture
Gyps tenuirostris
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Himalayan Vulture (Griffon)
Gyps himalayensis
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Eurasian Griffon 
Gyps fulvus fulvescens
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Resident                                                                                                             Migratory
5 Non-Gyps species

Cat Taras
vsglogo



Juvenile

N. p. ginginianus N. p. percnopterus

Egyptian Vulture (Neophron percnopterus)

Credits: Bird Conservation Nepal, Ankit Joshi 
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Cinereous Vulture (Aegypius monachus)
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Male
Female

Red-headed Vulture (Sarcogyps calvus)

Credits: Bird Conservation Nepal, Ankit Joshi, Krishna Bhusal 
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Bearded Vulture (Gypaetus barbatus)

Credit: Vikram Tiwari
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Lappet-faced Vulture (Torgos tracheliotos)

Credit: Andre Botha
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• Intro – declines, publications, bans

Prakash 1999

WRV nests Keoladeo NP,
                                India

Population trends 99.9% declines of White-rumped vulture (India) 1992-2007

Credit: Gautham NarayanV Prakash
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Overall population trends in Asia

205 195

141

111

52
66 63

43 43
68 71 75

111 110
92

182174

0

50

100

150

200

250

20
02

20
03

20
06

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
13

20
14

20
15

20
16

20
17

20
18

20
19

20
22

20
23

N
o.

 o
f V

ul
tu

re
Year

19
44
71

238
226

290
306

292
267

204
218 214

158
172

140
144142

130121
134

132

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

20
06

20
07

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
13

20
14

20
15

20
16

20
17

20
18

20
19

20
20

20
21

20
22

20
23

RHV SBV WRV
122115

10295
86 82 76 69 62

52
40

31 24 18
3 0 4

36 35 34 31 28 26 25 21 20 18 15 11 4 0 0 0 00

50

100

150

200720092011201320152017201920212023

No. of birds
No. of active nests

Pakistan WRV 2007-2023 Cambodia 2006 - 2023

Bangladesh 2008-2023 Nepal 2002-2023

More recent population trends monitored 
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Region
MSAP Threats Map for Asia (Botha et al. 2017)
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16 Image credit: Bird Conservation Nepal

Poison baits

Major Threats Asia-wide: 1
Poison-baits 

(targeting dogs, other mammals)

Credit: Bird Conservation Nepal
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i23999

Major Threats: 2 
NSAIDs use 

especially in cattle

Credits RSPB – Chris Gomersall

http://www.rspb-images.com/saveas.cfm?image=23999
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Major Threats: 3) Power infrastructure (Electrocution & Collision)

Image credit: Steve Jurvetson

Spike (Wikimedia Commons)
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Additional Threats across Asia

Food shortage
Nest-site destruction 
Belief-based use

+ 
Lead poisoning
Persecution
Disturbance

Cat Taras
vsglogo



Click Insert > Header and Footer and Apply to All to update presentation title 20 

Statutory bodies, Networks & Action Plans
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Inter-Government Regional Steering Committee 
(Co-Chaired by IUCN Asia)

+ CMS Raptors MoU nominating Govt. Focal Points for all Asia
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Range countries: 

Pakistan, 
India, 
Nepal, 
Bangladesh, 
Myanmar, 
Cambodia
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Partnership of 32 organisations (7 range countries) met in Feb 2025 in Cambodia
Refreshed Regional Blueprint Recovery Plan

www.save-vultures.org

The (SAVE) Blueprint for the 
Recovery of Asia’s Globally 

Threatened Vultures
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Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (India) - Pakistan Forest Department 

Forest Department, People’s Republic of Bangladesh - Ministry of Forest and Soil Conservation, Nepal -  

Ministry of Agriculture Forestry & Fisheries (Cambodia) - Haryana State Forest Department - West Bengal Forest 

Department - Assam Forest Department - Madhya Pradesh Forest Department - Central Zoo Authority (India) 

Forestry, Wildlife & Fisheries Department, Punjab Province        IUCN Bangladesh Country Office 

Created 2011 – The SAVE Partnership 2026
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PROVISIONAL 

VULTURE SAFE 

ZONES 

INITIATED BY 2021

Local initiatives 
taking up similar 

approach

100km radius ie 30,000 km2 !
 
- Contains surviving vultures within area
- Staff team dedicated to zone including 
coordinator, 
biologist and community mobiliser 
- Testing of 800 cattle carcasses for NSAIDs 
 (&/or surviving sat. tracked birds in area) 

Key Vulture Actions in Asia 
1. Vulture Safe Zones Concept 
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   Nepal setting Vulture Safe Zone example: Vultures Responding!
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White-rumped vulture in India

White-rumped vulture in Nepal

Nepal declared the first ever certified Vulture Safe Zone 2021
and is the only Asian country showing positive population trends!
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Key Vulture Actions in Asia 
2. Vulture Conservation Breeding Programmes  
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Essential step: safety-testing NSAIDs on vultures

2021

2005

Latest tests in India on paracetamol safety… 
                    publication soon! ?

& peer-review publications of results

Key Vulture Actions in Asia 
3. Veterinary Drugs Safety-testing
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NSAIDs bans so far… 

Vet diclofenac ban, India 2006

Veterinary diclofenac bans: 
• India, Pakistan, Nepal 2006
• Bangladesh 2010
• Iran 2016
• Cambodia 2019
• Oman 2020
• Saudi Arabia?
• Europe….?

Drug name                    ( + 

Status in India)

Threat / 

safety

Meloxicam Confirmed 

Safe t al. 2007)

Tolfenamic acid Confirmed 

Safe

Carprofen Toxic at 

high doses
. 2015) 

Flunixin

Not yet banned –

trials planned

Toxic Gyps vultures 

-tested on vultures. 

Nimesulide

Banned Dec 2024

Confirmed 

Toxic
Also dead wild vultures with 

Aceclofenac
Banned Aug 2023

Confirmed 

toxic
 2016, Sharma 2012)

Ketoprofen
Banned Aug 2023

Confirmed 

toxic
et al. 

National ban in Bangladesh 

Diclofenac
Banned 2006
Vial size restriction 
<3ml 2015

Confirmed 

toxic et al. 2004), and main cause of 

NSAIDs NOT fully safety-tested but licensed & commonly available: 
paracetamol, phenyl butazone, metamizole, piroxicam, ibuprofen 

…. (c.10 more!)
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Implementation Urgently Needed

Endorsed by 
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Key to understanding movements & mortality causes

Mongolia, South Korea, Oman, Iran, Nepal, China, Saudi Arabia…

Saudi Arabia, Oman
(+ LfV, EV)

Key Vulture Actions in Asia 
4. Wild Vulture Tracking/Monitoring
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Other Major Ongoing work:
 
RHV Thailand
Iran EV
Illegal trade eg Lebanon
Myanmar 
& new initiatives in Bhutan (Laos?) 
Socotra (Yemen) EV monitoring
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Asia Consistently hosts most IVAD Events Globally (esp India, Nepal)!

Cat Taras
vsglogo



Region
Asia Overview Takeaways

Credit: Jonathan C Eames

• Growing & stronger networks – (West Asia??)
• Monitoring populations (repeatable) & threats in place
• Mortality monitoring – esp. via Wild-vulture tracking 
          (key to distinguishing less visible threats)
• Implementing/extending NSAIDs regulation
• Stronger Government support needed
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